Cellular heterogeneity in the expression of the delta-crystallin gene in non-lens tissue.
RNA transcripts of the delta-crystallin genes, which code for the major chicken lens protein, have been detected at low levels in many non-lens tissues. Here it is demonstrated by in situ hybridisation that these transcripts are concentrated at a high level in small, infrequent clusters of cells in many non-lens tissues. While the nuclei of these cells are very heavily labelled, there is only light labelling of the cytoplasm. The unlabelled cells surrounding the labelled clusters are of similar morphology and staining properties as the labelled cells, and all have the characteristic morphology of cells of the embryonic tissue used. With the exception of neural retina, it is not yet known whether the labelled clusters are found in specific locations in the tissues, or whether they arise at random.